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Hwæt!   We Gardena   in geardagum,  
þeodcyninga,         þrym gefrunon,  
hu ða æþelingas      ellen fremedon.  
Oft Scyld Scefing     sceaþena þreatum,    
monegum mægþum,    meodosetla ofteah,   
egsode eorlas.      Syððan ærest wearð  
feasceaft  funden,         he þæs frofre gebad,  
weox under wolcnum,      weorðmyndum þah,  
oðþæt him æghwylc         þara ymbsittendra 
ofer hronrade              hyran scolde,  
gomban gyldan.         þæt wæs god cyning!  

 

�

Whan that aprill with his shoures soote 
The droghte of march hath perced to the roote, 
And bathed every veyne in swich licour 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour; 
Whan zephirus eek with his sweete breeth 
Inspired hath in every holt and heeth 
Tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the ram his halve cours yronne, 
And smale foweles maken melodye, 
 That slepen al the nyght with open ye 
(so priketh hem nature in hir corages); 
Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages, …  
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