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NAME OF SCHOOL THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF BILBAO 

COURSE Grade 9 English (IGCSE) Academic Year 2019-2020

SCHOOL YEAR  7  8    9 X 10 11   12 

1 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Grade 9 English is designed as a two-year course encompassing both English as a language and its literature. As such, 
the course aims to: 

• enable candidates to understand and respond to what they hear, read and experience

• enable candidates to communicate accurately, appropriately, confidently and effectively

• encourage candidates to enjoy and appreciate a variety of language

• complement candidates’ ability to work with information and ideas in other areas of study, for example,

by developing skills of analysis, synthesis and the drawing of inferences 

• promote candidates’ personal development and an understanding of themselves and others.

In addition, student will learn to: 

• enjoy the experience of reading literature

• understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different periods and cultures

• communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively

• appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects

• experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual growth

• explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human concern.

The course has as a final aim to promote students’ awareness of language, which will be assessed externally at the end of 
Grade 10 by taking the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English exams. 

2 COURSE CONTENT 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

Reading Comprehension: skimming and 

scanning, selecting points of summary, 

making notes, writer’s language 

Response Writing: journals, letters, 

considering audience, choosing a style 

Continuous Writing (Descriptive): 

planning compositions, writing descriptions, 

using adjectives and imagery 

Literature: Responding to prose, 

characters, setting, mood, viewpoint, the 

short story 

Language: usage and form 

Reading Comprehension: understanding, 

selecting, and organising material for 

summary questions 

Response Writing: transforming 

information, news reports, letters 

    Continuous Writing (Informative and 

descriptive): giving an account, structuring 

description 

Literature: Responding to prose, 

characters, setting, mood, viewpoint, the 

novel 

Language: usage and form 

Reading Comprehension: expanding notes, 

sentence structure, vocabulary building, 

summary style, analysing how writers 

achieve effects 

Response to reading: persuasive devices, 

analysing techniques, writing publicity 

material, drawing inferences, writing in role, 

targeting an audience 

    Continuous Writing (Narrative): plot, setting   

    and atmosphere 

Literature: Responding to Drama, characters 

and themes, structure and language, theatre 

play 

    Language:  usage and form 

3 METHODOLOGY 
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A variety of texts and sources will be deployed in instructing and assessing students to ensure that the correct learning process takes place. Class 
participation and homework completion are expected and encouraged, as acquiring and reinforcing language acquisition is a constant and ongoing 
process. All the texts and activities followed in class are thought to build the students’ skills and provide practice in content, structure and style for 
written responses based on reading practices. By the end of the course, students will have become more confident in thinking about language, 
handling and responding to texts, and approaching and fulfilling tasks. They should also have expanded their vocabulary, increased their accuracy 
and improved in all skill areas 

4 RESOURCES 
 
Cox, Marian. First Language English. Coursebook. 4th Edition. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 2014. 
Extracts from books given in class. 

5 ASSESSMENT 

Following the IGCSE First Language English, as per term: 

• Paper 2 Reading Passages Exam - 30%

• Literature - 30%

• Weekly tests - 30%

• Classwork and participation - 10%

6 EXPECTATIONS 

Following the principles for the IGCSE First Language English, students are expected to achieve the following: 

AO1: Reading 

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to: 

R1 demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings 

R2 demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes 

R3 analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions 

R4 demonstrate understanding of how writers achieve effects 

R5 select for specific purposes. 

AO2: Writing 

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to: 

W1 articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined 

W2 sequence facts, ideas and opinions 

W3 use a range of appropriate vocabulary 

W4 use register appropriate to audience and context 

W5 make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

AO3: Speaking and listening 

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to: 

SL1 articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined 

SL2 present facts, ideas and opinions in a sustained, cohesive order 

SL3 communicate clearly, fluently and purposefully as an individual and in dialogue with other speakers 

SL4 use register appropriate to audience and context 

SL5 listen to and respond appropriately to the contributions of others. 

• Constant Vigilance: As you may or may not know, this course is very demanding and requires a large amount of effort on all of our parts.
• Preparedness: You must come to class prepared, on-time (before the tardy bell) with assignments read and all material in hand. You may not leave
the classroom if you have forgotten something. No excuses. 
• Late work: I do not accept late work without an appropriate reason. You must hand in all assignments on time.
• If you do not complete a graded assignment: The result is no points are given. Extra credit assignments will not be given to make up for missed
assignments. This is especially pertinent for IB assignments. I cannot accept an externally moderated paper after its due date. 
• If you miss classes: You are responsible for making up the work on time as well as the discussion and material covered in class. Ask your
classmates or myself for the work and assignments you have missed. You may also use the online class/website as an area to acquire information. 
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Missing class is not an excuse for you to not hand in your work or to fall behind. 

• Academic Honesty: No one has the desire to read contrived writing that rehashes what thousands of people have said and thought about
language or literature, especially me. Not only is it boring, but it also robs you, the scholar, of discovery: one of the most satisfying aspects of study. 
My advice is to avoid all of those study sites and spend your time really thinking about the texts we are reading. That said, I have a zero tolerance 
on plagiarism, which means you will receive a “zero’ on the assignment. 
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