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Course Description 

In MYP arts students have opportunities to function as artists, as well as learners of the arts. 
Artists have to be curious. By developing curiosity about themselves, others, and the world, 
students become effective learners, inquirers, and creative problem-solvers. Students develop 
through creating, performing and presenting arts in ways that engage and convey feelings, 
experiences and ideas. It is through this practice that students acquire new skills and master those 
skills developed in prior learning, with a continuum of the content from MYP 1. 

 

Design Aims and Objectives 

Aims: 

The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may 
expect to experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the 
learning experience. 

The aims of MYP 2 Performing Arts are to encourage and enable students to: 

● create and present music 
● develop skills specific to the discipline 
● engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-) discovery 
● make purposeful connections between investigation and practice 
●  understand the relationship between art and its contexts 
● respond to and reflect on art 
● deepen their understanding of the world. prior learning.  

Students explore key and related concepts through MYP Global Contexts. 

● Identities and relationships 
● Orientation in space and time 
● Personal and cultural expression 
● Scientific and technical innovation 
● Globalization and sustainability 

 



Objectives 

MYP 2 Performing arts has four objectives of equal importance and value: knowing and 
understanding; 

developing skills; thinking creatively; responding. Although the objectives can be addressed 

separately or by scaffold learning, collectively they enrich teaching and learning of the arts. 

 

A: Knowing and understanding 

Students discover the aesthetics of art forms and are able to analyse and communicate using 

specialized language. Students inform their work and artistic perspective using explicit and 

tacit knowledge alongside an understanding of the role of the arts in a global context. 

 

B: Developing skills 

Students develop their artistic ideas to a point of realization by applying their skills. Students 

make final commitments to their artwork by presenting it to audiences. 

 

C: Thinking creatively 

Students develop curiosity and purposefully explore and challenge boundaries. Students 

explore the unfamiliar and experiment in innovative ways to develop their artistic intentions, 

their processes, and their work. They discover their personal signature and realize their artistic 

identity. 

 

D: Responding 

Students respond to their world, to their own art, and to the artistry of others. Students must 
make 

connections and transfer learning to new settings. Through reflecting on their artistic 

intention and the impact of their work on an audience and on themselves, students become 

more aware of their own artistic development and the role that arts play in their lives and in 

the world. Students learn that the arts may initiate as well as respond to change. 

 

 



 

Units of Study 
 

Title Topics Branch of Art Focus Objective 

“Handle with Care” 

Relate Communication to 
self-responsibility, 
self-awareness,  and Global 
responsibilities through 
Communication 

Music 
Appreciation; 

Music 
Technology  

 
(social media 
,Applications 
;software)  

A. Knowing and Understanding 

“The digital 
language of Music” 

Develop an understanding as 
to how technology, science, 
and math are related to sounds 
and music. 

Music 
Technology; 

Theory of Music 

A. Knowing and Understanding 
B: Developing skills  
C: Thinking creatively 
D: Responding 

“I mean what sing, I 
I sing what I mean” 

Making personal and global 
connections to Human 
movements, communities, and 
history 

HistoryofMusic; 
Music 

Performance 
Instrumental 

/Vocal 

A. Knowing and Understanding 
B: Developing skills  
C: Thinking creatively 
D: Responding 

 

Expectations 

The student: 

● Helps to create a respectful and positive learning environment 
● Takes responsibility for their learning 
● Comes to class prepared for challenging and interesting studies 
● Participate in class discussions, performances, and group activities 

 

   



The teacher: 

● Sets homework that is communicated in a timely manner and is relevant 
● Uses Alexia and Google Classroom to inform students about homework, resources, and 

activities 
● Creates an environment where students feel safe to ask questions, explore their musical 

skills, and share their knowledge 
● Encourages students and facilitates students’ personal interest in the Arts and specifically 

Music 

 

Assessment 

MYP arts courses are formally assessed as performing arts (drama, music, dance or integrated 
performing arts). All assessment is continuous and varied. It can take the form of a quiz, class 
activity, oral or written demonstration of knowledge, projects, tests, etc. There are three types of 
assessment practices for Performing Arts-Music. 

1. Pre-assessment ascertains the background knowledge of the students 
2. The formative assessment determines what knowledge has been acquired during the 

learning process in order to plan the next stage of learning. 
3. A summative assessment occurs at the end of a teaching and learning unit and informs 

the teacher and students what has been acquired. 

 

Resources 

There is a Google Classroom for MYP 2, where all deadlines, assignments, and communication 
will be posted. Students and parents will be given access to this resource. 

AERO Music Curriculum - Development in the Arts. Hartford, CT: Connecticut State Department of 
Education, 2001. 

i. Consortium of National Arts Education Associations. Opportunity-to-Learn Standards for Arts 
Education. Reston, VA: NAEA, 1995.  

ii. Geerdes, Harold P. Music Facilities: Building, Equipping, and Renovating. Reston, VA: 
MENC, 1987. 

Gear 4 Music (instruments and materials) 

IB MYP Arts- Music Course Guide 

Quizizz.com 

Studio 224 (ASCAP) compositions 

Hal.Leonard Music publications 


