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1                                                                                       COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

The IB Diploma Visual Arts course at ASB aims to enable students to: 

● Investigate past, present and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in producing, appreciating and 

evaluating these 

●   Develop an understanding of visual arts from a local, national and international perspective 

●   Build confidence in responding visually and creatively to personal and cultural experiences 

●   Develop skills in, and sensibility to, the creation of works that reflect active and individual involvement 

● Take responsibility for the direction of their learning through the acquisition of effective learning 

practices. 

Over the two years of the course, students will be working in a variety of techniques and media to develop their 

skills and understanding of the elements of the visual arts in both two and three dimensional formats and digital 

media. 

The core syllabus will be composed of 3 parts: 

1. Visual Art in Context (Theoretical Practice) 

The cycle of inquiry, considering and comparing work from a variety of cultures, historical, social 

contexts. Analyzing, interpreting, comparing, evaluating, using art vocabulary. Reflection and 

understanding. 

2. Visual Art Methods (Art Making Practice) 

Experimenting with techniques, media processes, developing a body of resolved and unresolved work, 

self review and critique, documentation in visual arts journal. 

3. Communicating Visual Arts (Curatorial Practice) 

This 3rd part has to do with understanding curatorial processes, what makes an effective exhibition 

and selecting and presenting the students own work. Over the two years of the course, students will 

be working in a variety of techniques and media to develop their skills and understanding of the 

elements of the visual arts in both two and three-dimensional formats and digital media 
 
 

Students will strive to be: 
 
 

Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and 

research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be 

sustained throughout their lives. 

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, 

they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach 

complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than 

one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration 

with others.
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Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the 

dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the 

consequences that accompany them. 

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the 

perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and 

evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a 

personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 

environment. 

Risk takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the 

independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending 

their beliefs. 

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal 

well-being for themselves and others. 

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess 

and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development. 
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2006 IB learner profile booklet 

 
2 COURSE CONTENT 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

Theoretical Practice 
 

-Comparative Study; required for 

EA 
 

- Art Journal (VAJ) 
 

 
 

Art Making Practice 
 

Unit 5 The Body continued for SW 
 

Unit 6 How to be an artist for SW 
 

 
 

Curatorial Practice 
 

- Exhibition Visits 
 

- Written response (journal) 
 

- Collecting artist's statement for 

CS 

Theoretical Practice 
 

- Relate VA to other subjects such 

as Literature, TOK links etc) 

- Building Art Vocabulary 
 

- Art Journal 
 
 
 

 
Art Making Practice 

 

- Possibility of Final Personal SW 
 

 
 

Curatorial Practice 
 

- Exploring exhibition space and 

possibilities 

- Collecting artist's statement for 

CS 

Final Art Exhibition (IA) 

March 25-29 2019 

Selection of the SW to expose 
 

SL: 4-7 artworks HL: 8-

11 artworks Submission 

of Process 

Portfolio(EA) 
 

Submission of Comparative 

Study (EA) 
 

 
 

(Aprox April 10th, 20th and 30th 

2019) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3                                                                                   METHODOLOGY
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There will be three parts to develop during the two year course which will be linked to the Journal 

1. The Comparative Study 

2. The Process Portfolio 

3. The Final Art Exhibition 

❖ The Visual Arts Journal 
 

 
PART 1: COMPARATIVE STUDY 

An independent critical and contextual investigation that explores artworks, objects and artifacts from differing 

cultural contexts. It is an investigative comparison that should strike a balance between visual and written 

content . There are many forms this could take. 

Requirements for the CS: 

The pages submitted examine and compare at least three artworks at least two of which need to be by different 

artists. The work selected for comparison should come from contrasting contexts (local, national, international 

and/or intercultural). Ideally students should see one of the works firsthand. Acknowledge sources! This is 

assessed on screen and should be presented accordingly. 
 

 
PART 2: THE PROCESS PORTFOLIO (YEAR I -II) 

A documentation of the student’s artistic experience during the course, both visual and written. Students submit 

carefully selected materials which show their experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a 

variety of visual arts activities during the two-year course. Pages from the Visual Journal can be included here, 

as can unresolved pieces, documenting the development of ideas and artwork ideas, both visual and written 
 

 
PART 3: THE FINAL ART EXHIBITION (YEAR II) 

Students present a body of work accompanied by reflection showing critical understanding and awareness of 

context. Students submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks from their final exhibition. The selected 

pieces should show evidence of their technical accomplishment during the visual arts course and an understanding 

of the use of materials, ideas and practices appropriate to visual communication. The assessed requirements are 

a written "curatorial rational" (a sort of artists statement, a bit like the old candidate statement), a series of artworks 

appropriately documented, and an exhibition text. 
 

 
ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE A VISUAL ARTS JOURNAL 

 

 
The Visual Journal will serve as the main repository for all the students drawing, research, media experiments, 

notes, brainstorming, and development of ideas. Portions of the journal may be selected, adapted and presented 

in other components of the course. For example, analysis and comparison of artworks for the Comparative 

Study may come from notes in the journal, as well as pages for the screens presented as the Process 

Portfolio, and planning for the Exhibition and writing the Curatorial rationale, all of these elements may be 

adapted from the journal. 
 

PERIODS and MATERIALS 
 

The course meets 6 periods per 5-day cycle for High level students and 5 periods per cycle for Standard level. 

The IB Visual Arts course stresses practice in the use of various media, the acquisition of techniques, the
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mature development of creative ideas and the ability to relate to all form of art in their many social and historical 

contexts. An Art Journal is required for this course. 
 

Students are expected to supply their own tools (etching needles, paint brushes, palette knives, batik utensils, 

sculpting chisels, etc.). Specific media and materials (clay, paint, stone, ink, etc.) will be provided. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4                                                                                              RESOURCES 
 

- ASB Library documentation: books, art magazines 

- IBDP Visual Arts Guide 

- Pinterest Boards 

- InThinking material 

- Managebac Units 

- Internet 

- Material created by teacher (presentations, handouts…) 

- Visits to museums and Art exhibitions 

- Digital Projector: Audiovisual material: DVD, PP presentations 
- Art studio for IB students 

 

 

5                                                                                            ASSESSMENT 
 

1. The Comparative Study 20% (External Assessment) 

2. The Process Portfolio 40 % (External Assessment) 

3. The Exhibition 40% (Internal assessment by teacher, external moderation by examiner) 
 
 

1. Comparative study (CS) an investigative comparison that should strike a balance between visual and written 

content 

- SL 10-15 pages 

- HL 10-15 Pages + 3-5 Pages which analyze the extent to which their work has been influenced by the 

art and artists examined. 

2. The Process Portfolio (PP): a documentation of the student’s artistic experience during the course, both 

visual and written. 

- SL students submit 9–18 pages (from two art-making forms) 

- HL students submit 13–25 pages (from three art-making forms) 

3.  The Final Art Exhibition: Students present a body of work accompanied by reflection showing critical 

understanding and awareness of context. 

- SL students submit curatorial rationale that does not exceed 400 words + 4 -7 artworks + exhibition 

text (stating the title, medium, size and intention) for each artwork 

- HL students submit curatorial rationale that does not exceed 700 words + 8 -11 artworks + exhibition 

text (stating the title, medium, size and intention) for each artwork. 
 
 

The Visual Arts Journal is not graded or submitted to the IBDP but it is assessed by teachers and used as 

formative assessment throughout both courses. It is an indicator for how the PP and SW are being developed.
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The assessment criteria help both the student and the teacher arrive at an understanding of the student's 

performance. Descriptors for each criterion are applied to a point scale to help the teacher determine a student's 

grade in that area of consideration. Finally, a holistic grade of 1-7 is derived from the marks in the various 

criteria, corresponding to the International Baccalaureate’s overall descriptors of the 1-7 scale 
 
 

Mark: 7 Excellent performance: 

Demonstrates in a highly consistent manner: excellent growth and a strong relationship between research and 

artistic production; thorough command of topics/concepts; highly developed understanding of socio/cultural and 

historical perspectives in more than one cultural context; excellent critical analysis; excellent exploration of 

ideas, and meaningful and creative studio works, excellent technical ability and effective setting and solving of 

artistic problems. 

Mark: 6 Very good performance: 

Demonstrates in a very consistent manner: very good growth and a sound relationship between research and 

artistic  production;  thorough  understanding  of  most  topics/concepts;  understanding  of  socio/cultural  and 

historical perspectives in more than one cultural context; very good critical analysis; very good exploration of 

ideas, and meaningful and creative studio works, very good technical ability and setting and solving of artistic 

problems. 

Mark: 5 Good performance: 

Demonstrates in a consistent manner: good growth and a good relationship between research and artistic 

production;  generally  sound  understanding  of  most  topics/concepts;  understanding  of  socio/cultural  and 

historical perspectives in more than one cultural context; good critical analysis; good exploration of ideas, and 

mostly meaningful and creative studio works, good technical ability and setting and solving of artistic problems. 

Mark: 4 Satisfactory performance: 

Demonstrates in a fairly consistent manner: satisfactory growth and an adequate relationship between research 

and artistic production; satisfactory understanding of most topics/concepts; adequate understanding of 

socio/cultural and historical perspectives in more than one cultural context; satisfactory critical analysis; 

satisfactory exploration of ideas, and some meaningful studio works, satisfactory technical ability and solving of 

basic and routine formal and technical problems 

Mark: 3 Mediocre performance: 

Demonstrates: mediocre growth and a partial relationship between research and artistic production; mediocre 

understanding of some topics/concepts; partial understanding of socio/cultural and historical perspectives in 

more than one cultural context; limited critical analysis; some mediocre exploration of ideas, and the limited 

development of a few meaningful studio works, mediocre technical ability and solving of some basic and routine 

formal and technical problems. 

Mark: 2 Poor performance: 

Demonstrates: poor growth and a limited relationship between research and artistic production; weak 

understanding of topics/concepts; poor understanding of socio/cultural and historical perspectives in one or 

sometimes more cultural contexts; little capacity for critical analysis; poor exploration of ideas and the limited 

development of studio works, poor technical ability and solving of a few basic or routine formal and technical 

problems. 

Mark: 1 Very poor performance: 

Demonstrates: very poor growth and a very limited relationship, if any, between research and artistic production; 

very  weak  understanding  of  topics/concepts;  very  poor  understanding  of  socio/cultural  and  historical 

perspectives in one or sometimes more cultural contexts; very little capacity for critical analysis, if any; very poor 

exploration of ideas in studio works, very poor technical ability and very occasional solving of basic or routine 

formal and technical problems.
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6                                                                                             EXPECTATIONS 

Throughout the course students will be expected to: 

-  develop  and  present  independent  ideas  and  practice  and explain connections skills and techniques of 

investigation 

- relate art to its cultural and historical contexts 

- develop and maintain a close relationship between investigation work and studio work 

- produce personally relevant works of art that reveal evidence of exploration and experimentation of ideas 

- develop and demonstrate technical competence and artistic qualities of personal boundaries 

The IB prescribes very specific criteria for execution of studio work (SW) work in the art journal (VAJ) and 

the comparative study (CS). All of the efforts of the students lead up to the final examination at the end of the 

two year course. Students must then exhibit their studio work + a body of work (development ) and prepare 

a “curatorial rationale” (400 words SL, 700 words HL) to submit to IB examiners 
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