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1 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The English Language and Literature SL/HL course comprises four parts: two related to the study of Language and two related to                     

the study of Literature. Language and our interaction with various texts, both literary and non-literary, are fundamental to how we                    

understand and negotiate with the world around us. Therefore, a key question for the course is: How does language construct                    

meaning in all its various forms and under all its various circumstances? 

The Language and Literature SL/HL course is designed to support future academic study by developing a high social, aesthetic and                    

cultural literacy, as well as effective communication skills. As such, students should expect a highly demanding study of the English                    

language and its artistic expression. 

 

2 COURSE CONTENT 

1st
 Trimester 2nd

 Trimester 3rd 
Trimester 

Part I: Language and Culture 

● Language Development  

● Language and Power  

● Language and the 

Individual 

● Language and Gender 

Language: usage and form 

Review of Parts I and II  

Part III: Introduction to    

Postcolonial Literature: Things Fall    

Apart – Chinua Achebe 

Part III: Introduction to Poetry:     

Collected Poems – W.B. Yeats 

Part III: The Reader – Bernhard      

Schlink (Work in Translation)    

Language: usage and form  

1. Revision  

2. IB Exams 

Language: usage and form 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

A variety of methodologies will be implemented throughout the course based upon inquiry and a constructivist                

approach to learning. Therefore, students will be exposed to the inquiry model of education which includes                

individual and group work, project-based learning, Socratic seminars and class discussions, and journaling. In              

addition, an emphasis will be placed on utilizing technology in the classroom proactively and responsibly.  

 

4 RESOURCES 

Philpot, Brad. English Language and Literature for the IB Diploma. Cambridge University Press, 2011. 

Allison, Rob, and Brian Chanen. English A: Language and Literature for the IB Diploma. Oxford University Press, 2013. 

In addition to textbooks, many resources will be pulled from real-time sources via media and print sources including The 

Guardian, The New York Times, BBC, and TED Talks, amongst others.  All print text will be provided by the school. 

 

5 ASSESSMENT 

The IB requires the following assessments: 

1. Further Oral Activities (3-4 over two years) 

2. Individual Oral Commentaries 

3. Written tasks (3-4 over two years) 

4. Paper 1 and Paper 2 examinations (May of Senior Year) 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
Final grade for each term will be determined adhering to the IB principles and will be as follows: 

1. Examinations: 40% 

2. Written task: 30% 

3. FOA/IOC: 20% 

4. Class work: 10%  

 

   

 

 EXPECTATIONS 

Constant Vigilance: As you may or may not know, this course is very demanding and requires a large amount                   

of effort on all of our parts. 

Preparedness: You must come to class prepared, on-time (before the tardy bell) with assignments read and all                 

material in hand. You may not leave the classroom if you have forgotten something. No excuses. 

Late work: Late work is not accepted without an appropriate reason. All assignments must be handed in on time. 

If you do not complete a graded assignment: The result is no points are given. Extra credit assignments will not                    

be given to make up for missed assignments. This is especially pertinent for IB assignments. I cannot accept an                   

externally moderated paper after its due date. 

If you miss classes: You are responsible for making up the work on time as well as the discussion and material                     

covered in class. Use Google Classroom to keep up with missed classwork and/or assignments. Missing class                

is not an excuse for you to not hand in your work or to fall behind. 

Academic Honesty: Plagiarism, in any form, will not be tolerated.  
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