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1 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is a course designed to strengthen the students’ critical thinking skills. The core of the course is the                      

study of the origin, nature, methods and limits of human knowledge.  

 

The approach of the class is interdisciplinary and students are encouraged to reflect upon knowledge and experience gained both                   

inside and outside the classroom. And it is in line with all the other IB subjects that conform the IBDP. 

 

The course is concerned mainly with three basic questions “What do I know?”, “How do I know it? “, How certain am I of that                         

knowledge?” Therefore, TOK challenges students to question the basis of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological                  

biases and to develop a personal way of thought based on analysis of evidence expressed in a rational argument. 

 

TOK plays a special role in the Diploma Programme by providing an opportunity for students to reflect to the nature of knowledge.                      

The task of TOK is to emphasize connections between areas of knowledge and link them to the knower in such a way that the                        

knower can become aware of his or her own perspectives and those of the various groups whose knowledge he or she shares. TOK,                       

therefore, explores both the personal and shared aspects of knowledge and investigates the relationships between them. 

 

TOK is a core subject in the IBDP, which means that the student needs to fill the minimum requirements to pass the subject in order                         

to obtain the IB diploma. No IB diploma will be awarded if the student does not successfully pass TOK.  

 

In this 1st year of the IB we do so by exploring the nature of knowledge, the main knowledge dilemmas, the different ways we can                         

acquire knowledge and the different areas of knowledge to which we can apply all the information acquired. 

 
 

2 COURSE CONTENT 

1st
 Trimester 2nd

 Trimester 3rd 
Trimester 

 

Nature of Knowledge 

Personal and Shared knowledge 

Knowledge dilemmas, knowledge claims and     

knowledge questions. 

Introduction to assessment. 

 

 

Ways of Knowing. At least 4 out of the         

following eight: 

- Language 

- Memory 

- Sense perception 

- Reason 

- Intuition 

- Imagination 

- Faith 

- Emotion 

 

 

Areas of Knowledge. At least 4 out of th         

following eight: 

- Ethics 

- The arts 

- History 

- Religious knowledge systems 

- Indigenous knowledge systems 

- Mathematics 

- Natural Sciences 

- Human sciences 

 

Assessment PART I: The TOK presentation 
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3 METHODOLOGY 

 

TOK is a course that aims to make students aware of themselves as thinkers. The objective is to help students become aware of the                        

complexity of knowledge, and to ensure that they recognize the need to act responsibly in a world that is increasingly globalized.  

 

The TOK class is led in socratic way, where questions are central to the development of the thinking. It aims to provide students                       

opportunities for thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing and into different types of knowledge.  

 

Varied readings will be provided throughout the course that will encourage student reflection. Similarly, students will watch movies and                   

documentaries, also TED talks from professionals on different knowledge matters, and guest speakers will visit the class to give                   

students an insight into some of the most important areas of knowledge. 

 

Also, as part of the methodology, we will be using powerpoint presentations, readings, fostering essay writing skills and essay writing,                    

activities, debates and class discussion to help the students do the following: 

1. make connections between a critical approach to the construction of knowledge, the academic disciplines and the wider world 

2. develop an awareness of how individuals and communities construct knowledge and how this is critically examined 

3. develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness of personal and ideological assumptions 

4. critically reflect on their own beliefs and assumptions, leading to more thoughtful, responsible and purposeful lives 

5. understand that knowledge brings responsibility which leads to commitment and action. 

 

 

4 RESOURCES 

 

Google TEAM DRIVE 

Google DRIVE and TOK folder 

TOK related TED TALKS 

 

BOOKS: 

Decoding Theory of Knowledge (Cambridge University Press) 

Theory of Knowledge for the IB diploma (Cambridge University Press) 

Kognity Online Book 

 

 
5 ASSESSMENT 

 

As TOK is part of the core subjects that are mandatory to obtain the IB diploma, it is not assessed by exams or IAs, like the elective                           

subjects. At the end of the two IB years, the IB will assess the students on TOK by taking two components into account: 

 

TOK presentation (Internally assessed and externally moderated) 

One presentation to the class by an individual or a group (a maximum of three persons in a group). 

Approximately 10 minutes per student is allowed for the presentation. 

 

TOK essay (externally assessed) 

Essay on a prescribed title 

One essay on a title chosen from a list of six titles prescribed by the IB for each examination session. The maximum length for the                         

essay is 1,600 words, and the minimum 1,200. 

 

In order to obtain both a term grade and a final grade in TOK during the IBDP, the following scaffolded components will be taken into                         

account: 
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- Good essays analysis 

- Short essay writing (around 800 words) 

- Presentations (individual and group) 

- Contributions to class discussions 

 

During this first IBDP year, several classes will be devoted to analyzing good TOK essays and discussing appropriate format and style.                     

Sample essays will be presented to the students.  

Students will be required to write short essays (minimum 800 words) on different knowledge issues in order to practice writing TOK                     

essays on a small scale (one for every unit). 

Similarly, students will be expected to bring to the class ideas they have encountered (in a documentary they have seen, an article                      

they have read, in a movie, a TV ad etc) and prepare short 5 minute presentations followed by discussions.  

 

This will help them preparing for their final IB presentation end essay writing assessment. 

 

In all class assignments students are expected to show reflection and critical thinking skills, and to make reference to the content seen                      

in class. 

 

 

 

   

 
6 EXPECTATIONS 

 

It is expected that by the end of the TOK course, students will be able to: 

1 identify and analyse the various kinds of justifications used to support knowledge claims 

2 formulate, evaluate and attempt to answer knowledge questions 

3 examine how academic disciplines/areas of knowledge generate and shape knowledge 

4 understand the roles played by ways of knowing in the construction of shared and personal knowledge 

5 explore links between knowledge claims, knowledge questions, ways of knowing and areas of knowledge 

6 demonstrate an awareness and understanding of different perspectives and be able to relate these to one’s own perspective 

7 explore a real-life/contemporary situation from a TOK perspective in the presentation. 

 

As for this first IB year, by the end of the school year 2018-2019, and as a minimum requirement to pass TOK (obtaining a D or                              

more), the student must show the following: 

- An understanding of the nature of knowledge. 

- An understanding of at least 4 different WOK, and how the act as a double edged sword in the knowledge acquisition                     

process. 

- An understanding of the different AOK, from a Knowledge framework perspective, especially emphasizing the different               

methodology each AOK uses in the knowledge acquisition process. 

- The student has to be able to write simple knowledge questions, derived from real life situations and explain the connection.  

This expectations will be assessed through the student’s overall work, both in class and outside class, and specially through essay                    

writing activities.  
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