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1 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The English A: Language and Literature course introduces the critical study and interpretation of written and                

spoken texts from a wide range of literary and non-literary genres. The formal analysis of texts is supplemented                  

by the awareness that meaning is not fixed but can change with respect to contexts of production and                  

consumption. 

The course is organized into four parts, each focused on the study of either literary or non-literary texts.                  

Together, the four parts of the course allow the student to explore the language A in question through its cultural                    

development and use, its media forms and functions, and its literature. Students develop skills of literary and                 

textual analysis, and also the ability to present their ideas effectively. A key aim is the development of critical                   

literacy. 

The Language and Literature SL/HL course is designed to support future academic study by developing a high                 

social, aesthetic and cultural literacy, as well as effective communication skills. As such, students should expect                

a highly demanding study of the English language and its artistic expression. 
 

2 COURSE CONTENT 

1st
 Trimester 2nd

 Trimester 3rd 
Trimester 

Representation + Identity  

Guiding conceptual question: To

what extent is a text or work

representative of one’s identity?  

-Representation and modern

media 

 -Crazy Rich Representations  

-#Oscarsowhite  

-The Handmaid’s Tale by

Margaret Atwood 

Transformation + Representation 

Guiding conceptual question:

How do transformations of texts 

and works present representation 

of reality?  

-The World’s Wife by Carol Ann 

Duffy  

#MeToo Movement 

Perspective + Communication     

Guiding conceptual question: To   

what extent does the    

communication of an idea depend     

on one’s perspective?  

-Migration, immigration, and more    

-All the Light We CannotSee by

Anthony Doerr 

Creativity + Transformation  

Guiding conceptual question:

Why is creativity needed in the

transformation process? Post-truth,   

fake news, and alternative facts

Communication + Culture  

Guiding conceptual question:

How do texts and works interact      

with culture in order to communicate      

ideas? 

Political language: Donald Trump    

and other current and former     

political leaders   

Selected Poems by Anna    

Akhmatova  

By this time of the year, complete   

either the Higher level essay or the       

Individual Oral 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

A variety of methodologies will be implemented throughout the course based upon inquiry and a constructivist                

approach to learning. Therefore, students will be exposed to inquiry model of education which includes individual                

 
The American School of Bilbao 

Soparda Bidea, 10 Berango 48640 Bizkaia 

Phone 34 94 668 08 60 Fax 33 94 668 04 52 

www.asob.es 

http://www.asob.es/


COURSE OUTLINE 
and group work, project-based learning, Socratic seminars and class discussions, and journaling. In addition, an               

emphasis will be placed on utilizing technology in the classroom proactively and responsibly.  

 

4 RESOURCES 

Henly, Carol P., and Angela Stancar Johnson. Textual Analysis for English Language & Literature. Hodder 

Education, 2019. 

The Handmaid’s Tale byMargaret Atwood; The World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy; All the Light We Cannot See by 

Anthony Doerr; Selected Poems by Anna Akhmatova. 

In addition to textbooks and works of literature,, many resources will be pulled from real-time sources via media 

and print sources including The Guardian, The New York Times, BBC, and TED Talks, amongst others.  All print 

text will be provided by the school. 
 

5 ASSESSMENT 

The IB requires the following assessments: 

1. Further Oral Activities (3-4 over two years) 

2. Individual Oral Commentaries 

3. Written tasks (3-4 over two years) 

4. Paper 1 and Paper 2 examinations (May of Senior Year) 

 

The final grade for each term will be determined adhering to the IB principles and will be as follows: 

1. Examinations: 40% 

2. Written task: 30% 

3. FOA/IOC: 20% 

4. Classwork: 10%  

 

   

 

 EXPECTATIONS 

Constant Vigilance: As you may or may not know, this course is very demanding and requires a large amount                   

of effort on all of our parts. 

Preparedness: You must come to class prepared, on-time (before the tardy bell) with assignments read and all                 

material in hand. You may not leave the classroom if you have forgotten something. No excuses. 

Late work: Late work is not accepted without an appropriate reason. All assignments must be handed in on time. 

If you do not complete a graded assignment: The result is no points are given. Extra credit assignments will not                    

be given to make up for missed assignments. This is especially pertinent for IB assignments. I cannot accept an                   

externally moderated paper after its due date. 

If you miss classes: You are responsible for making up the work on time as well as the discussion and material                     

covered in class. Use Google Classroom to keep up with missed classwork and/or assignments. Missing class                

is not an excuse for you to not hand in your work or to fall behind. 

Academic Honesty: Plagiarism, in any form, will not be tolerated.  
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